
 

Peters Hill Primary School 

Subject Leaders – Tracy Curnin, Rachel Hawkins  

Intent Statement 

We want all children to understand and demonstrate our underlying principles of Ambition, Belief, Compassion, Pride and Respect. We want our curriculum to enable children to become successful, confident, 

motivated and responsible individuals with a wealth of knowledge about the world around them. We want all children to develop their full potential in a structured, caring and purposeful learning environment. 

We want all children to understand the connections that exist between new learning and existing knowledge through an awareness of carefully chosen pathways. 

At Peters Hill Primary School the curriculum is designed to: 

Recognise all pupils as individuals and encourage positive self-worth and self-esteem. 

Promote curiosity, enthusiasm and engagement through a range of topics and themes.  

Encourage resilience and confidence to face challenges and tackle problems. 

Foster logical, creative and deep thinking to solve challenges and problems. 

Develop Independence and promote responsibility for learning.  

Nurture respect for others and value differences within our school community. 

Grow an awareness of civic responsibility and global citizenship. 

Develop a strong awareness of prior learning and the links that exist to new knowledge. 

Develop new learning and understand the impact on ourselves, the school and the wider community. 

Our Reading Pathways are: 

 

Pathway 1 – Spelling 

Pathway 2 – Organisation 

Pathway 3 – Purpose 

Pathway 4 -  Word 

Pathway 5 – Grammar 

Pathway 6 – Handwriting 

 

Writing 

 Curriculum 

Pathway 



Pathway 1 Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Spelling I can write what is read 
aloud to me, including 
tricky words and words 
that I have to sound out. 
 
I use the rules for adding 
-s and -es 
. 
I can add the suffixes -
ed, -ing, -er, -est to root 
words. 
 
I can spell the days of 
the week. 
 
I can spell words using 
the 40+ phonemes that I 
know. 
 
I can spell most of the 
100 high frequency 
words. 
 
I can use the prefix 'un'. 

I can spell the simple 
hompohones/near 
homophones e.g there, 
their, they're. 
 
I can spell most of the 
common 
tricky/exception words. 
 
I can use the possessive 
apostrophe for a 
singular person - the 
girl's book. 
 
I can spell 10 words with 
contractions - it's, can't, 
won't, they're etc. 
 
I can write what is read 
aloud to me, including 
tricky words, words that  
have to sound out and 
use the correct basic 
punctuation. 
 
I can add suffixes to spell 
longer words -eg. -ment, 
-ful, -less, -ly. 

I can spell words ending in -
tion, -sion, -cian, -ssion. 
 
I can use the prefixes dis-, mis-, 
in- and im- 
 
I can spell the next 22 sets of 
homophones/near 
homophones e.g. 
accept/except. 
 
I can use the first two or three 
letters of a word to check the 

spelling in a dictionary. 

I can use the possessive 
apostrophe correctly in regular 
and irregular plurals - e.g. 
children's shoes and girls' shoes.  
 
I can use the siffixes -ly, -ation, -
ous. 
 
I can spell the next 22 sets of 
homophones/near homophones 
- e.g. accept/except. 
 
I can wwrite correctly spelt and 
punctuated sentences as dictated 
by my teacher. 
 
I can spell all of the Year 3 and 4 
word list. 
 

 
 
 

I know and use the 'I before e' 
rule following a c. 
 
I can spell words with the 
endings -cious and -tious. 
 
I can spell words with silent 
letters. 
 
I can spell words with the letter 
string -ough. 

I can spell all of the year 5 and 6 word 
list. 
 
I can spell words with the endings -cial 
and -tial. 
 
I can spell words with the endings -ible 
and -able. 
 
I can regularly and independently 
make use of a dictionary to check the 
spelling and meaning of words. 

Pathway 2 Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Organisation I can rehearse out loud 
before writing my ideas 
down. 
 
My writing can be read 
without mediating. 
 
I can use a simple 
structure in my writing 
e.g. beginning, middle 
and end or instructions 
in the right order. 
 
I can write more than 
one sentence about an 
idea. 

I can use connectives 
and prepositions that 
signal time e.g. then, 
after, before, in, on. 
 
I can use the 
conjunctions -or and -
but to link my ideas. 
 
I can use a simple 
structure in my writing 
e.g. beginning, middle, 
end, or instructions in 
the correct order. 
 
The organisation reflects 
the purpose of the 
writing e.g. newspaper 
features. 
 

I can make additions, revisions 
and improvements to my 
writing. 
 
I can begin to use an 
appropriate opening and 
ending. 
 
I can use simple connectives 
(e.g.  Also, as well, because) to 
link ideas logically. 
 
The organisation reflects the 
purpose of the wiring - a 
newspaper report has a 
headline, a by-line, 
introduction and recount of 
events. 
 
I can begin to use paragraphing 
in narrative writing - e.g. for a 
new location in a story. 

I can use paragraphs to organise 
my stories into an introduction, 
buil up, conflict and resolution. 
 
In non-fiction, I can write a clear 
introduction, followed by logical 
points, drawing to a defined 
conclusion. 
 
I can plan how to structure my 
writing to meet the purpose. 

In narrative, I can shape a story 
using paragraphs to show shifts 
in time, place and action. 
 
I can use connectives, within a 
paragraph, to link the sentences - 
e.g. in addition, finally, therefore. 
 
Within paragraphs, I can sustain 
and develop my ideas around a 
topic sentence. 

I can link my ending with a range of 
references to the start of my writing. 
 
I can create my own plan appropriate 
to the audience and purpose. 
 
I can make links between paragraphs 
in non-fiction writing - e.g. a topic 
sentence links to the linking sentence 
from the previous paragraph. 



I can think about and 
plan what I am going to 
write before writing it. 

I can group similar information 
together in paragraphs in non 
fiction writing. 

Pathway 3 Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Purpose I can convey basic 
information and ideas 
through appropriate 
word choices. 
 
I can share what I have 
written with an adult. 
 

I can think about the 
different styles needed 
for different types of 
writing. 
 
I am beginning to use 
different types of 
language across 
different types of writing 
e.g. story language, non-
fiction. 
 
I can identify whether a 
sentence is a command, 
statement, exclamation 
or question. 
  
I know who my writing is 
for (intended audience). 

Some evidence of viewpoint is 
established. 
 
I can include relevant, 
imaginative detail - e.g. direct 
speech, description of a setting 
and feelings, humour, surprise 
or suspense. 
 
I am beginning to understand 
how to write for different 
audiences and different 
purposes. 

I can use some of the 'Tricks of 
the trade' for a given style to 
ensure that the style of writing is 
evident. 
 
I can evaluate how effective my 
writing is, by referring to the 
features of a given text type and 
make necessary improvements. 
 
In narrative, my writing creates 
settings, insights into characters 
and develops the plot through 
blending, rather than telling the 
reader. 

I can blend dialogue with action 
and description to convey 
character and move the story 
forward. 
 
In my writing, the setting is used 
to create mood. 
 
I can use devices to engage the 
reader - e.g. repetition for effect, 
rhetorical question, etc. 
 
I can write in a given style 
successfully.  
 
I can manipulate sentence 
structures for effect, to suit the 
purpose. 

I can use the setting and weather as a 
'sympathetic background' to the 
characters situations - e.g. 
thunderstorms for the dangerous parts 
with the sun coming out when all is 
well. 
 
My writing is well paced. 
 
My writing is well constructed and 
shows a secure grasp of the chosen 
genre. 

Pathway 4 Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Word I can use some basic 
descriptive language - 
colour, size, simple 
emotions. 
 
I can make some 
appropriate word 
choices from word 
banks, class lists and 
sentence openers. 

I can use interesting 
adjectives to describe 
people, objects and 
setting. 
 
I can use interesting 
adverbs to describe 
actions.  
 
I can show evidence of 
using simple similes - It 
was as yellow as the sun. 

My vocabulary is interesting 
and provides some clarity for 
the reader e.g. stumble instead 
of walk. 
 
I can use appropriate words to 
support the text type - e.g. use 
imperative verbs in instruction 
texts.  
 
I can modify nouns by one or 
more precise adjectives - a 
loud wailing sound. 
I can use interesting adverbs to 

describe actions. 

I can use adventurous and varied 
vocabulary to engage the reader. 
 
I can use a choice of pronouns or 
nouns to avoid repetition. 
 
I can use a thesaurus to improve 
my choice of words and to 
expand my vocabulary. 
 

 
 
 

I can use a thesaurus 
independently to choose words 
for deliberate effect. 
 
My vocabulary choices are more 
thoughtful and enhance 
meaning. 
 
I can use expanded noun phrases 
to convey relevant information 
concisely. 

I can make assertive use of the 
characteristic language and of the 
chose text type. 
 
When editing, I recognise how 
changing the word choice can ehnace 
the meaning of the writing. 
 
I can use vocabulary that is varied, 
imaginative and appropriate, including 
use of technical and specific words. 
 
I can recognise vocabulary that is 
appropriate for formal speeches and 
writing. 

Pathway 5 Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 
Grammar I can read my writing 

out loud clearly and 
check if it makes 
sense. 
 
I can use capital 
letters for names of 
people, places, days 
of the week and 
personal pronoun - I. 

I can use the present 
and past tenses 
correctly. 
 
I can use commas in a 
list. 
 
I can use question 
marks and 

I can write and punctuate 
complex sentences using a 
wider range of prepositions 
and conjunctions - e.g. 
although, if. 
 
I can use a range of different 
sentence starters. 
 
I can proof red for errors. 

I can use commas after fronted 
adverbials. 
 
I can use and punctuate direct 
speech with inverted commas. 
 
I can write in standard English 
forms for verb inflections - e.g. 
we were instead of we was. 

I can use a range of sentence 
structures - short, compound and 
complex. 
 
I can use commas more 
accurately to separate clauses - 
e.g. subordinate, embedded and 
relative. 
 
I can use colons and semi colons 
when writing lists. 

I can use brackets, dashes or commas 
to indicate parenthesis. 
 
I can choose passive verbs, when 
appropriate, to affect the presentation 
of information in a sentence. 
 
I can recognise sentence structures 
that are appropriate for formal speech 
and writing - e.g. If I were. 



 
I can begin to 
punctuate sentences 
with exclamation 
marks and question 
marks. 
 
I can begin to 
punctuate sentences, 
using a capital letter 
and a full stop. 
 
I can join words and 
clauses using the 
conjunction 'and'. 

exclamation marks 
correctly. 
 
I can consistently use 
full stops and capital 
letters correctly in my 
sentences. 
 
I can use apostrophes 
for contracted forms 
and the possessive 
(singular) form - the 
girl's book. 

I can edit my writing to check 
that it makes sense. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I can use a range of sentence 
structures - simple, compound 
and complex. 

I can ensure the consistent and 
correct use of tense throughout a 
piece of writing. 
 
I can edit for spelling,  
 
punctuation and grammar errors 
and suggest improvements to my 
own and others' writing. 

I can use semi colons, colons or dashes 
to mark boundaries between 

independent clauses. 

Pathway 6 Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Handwriting I can begin to form 
lower case letters in 
the correct direction, 
starting and finish in 
the right place. 
 
I can form capital 
letters. 
I can hold a pencil 
comfortably and 
correctly when sitting 
at a table.  
 
I can form digits 0-9, 
starting and finishing 
in the right place. 

I am beginning to join 
letters in my writing. 
I can write capital and 
lower case letters of 
the correct size and 
orientation. 
 
I can use spacing 
between words that 
reflects the size of the 
letters. 
 
I can form lower case 
letters of the correct 
size, relative to one 
another. 
 
My writing can be 
read without 
mediating. 

I can write the date and title 
and underline both for every 
piece of writing. 
 
I only use capital letters when 
appropriate. 

I can use diagonal and 
horizontal strokes that are 
needed to join letters. 
 

I prepare myself and my work 
area to enable the required level 
of presentation. 

The direction (or slant) of my 
handwriting is consistent across a 
piece of work. 
 
My handwriting is clear and legible 
every time I write. 
 
I can choose the writing 
implement that is best suited for a 
task. 
 
I can maintain holding a 
pencil/pen correctly. 
 

 

 

 

 


